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Dear Friends:

At a time when the image of public schools is often dominated by stories of intransigence and despair, CAPE is proud to present 
its 2006 – 2007 annual report, a story of transition and hope in over 100 Chicago public schools. New developments in CAPE’s 
programming and administration increasingly position the arts as much more than a subject to be covered or an experience to be 
delivered. Through its wide range of programming, CAPE scaffolds arts learning as a powerful pathway for UNcovering student 
expression, teacher capacity, and community engagement.

Model collaboration with the Chicago Public Schools Fine and Performing Arts Magnet Cluster Program: With funding 
from the U.S. Department of Education, CAPE worked closely with district leaders to support certified arts teachers from across 
the city in all disciplines (visual arts, music, dance and theater) in becoming instructional leaders in their schools and communi-
ties. This initiative has created a professional network of arts teachers, the likes of which the city has never seen before. This 
initiative is being held up as a national model, receiving admiring visitors from other school districts across the country.

Web documentation of best practice: CAPE’s veteran partnerships have been documenting and critiquing their arts integrated 
partnership practice for many years, but this past year, CAPE’s most experienced teachers and artists began a break-through pro-
cess of documenting their best work directly onto the web. This new methodology is exciting national and international interest. 

Exhibition Practice: 2006-2007 was a year in which CAPE refined and expanded its exhibition practice. Origins of Now: 
ReBuilding Community, the historic, museum-quality exhibit, created in collaboration with the Japanese American Service 
Committee, chronicled Japanese Americans’ experiences of WWII internment camps and resettlement in Chicago. The exhibit 
prompted a visit from former U.S. Secretary of Transportation Norman Mineta, himself a former internee and Chicago resettler. 
Jacqueline Terrassa of the Smithsonian Institution was struck by how these students had “made manifest very complex ideas and 
historic information in a way that seemed effortless. They clearly absorbed the content, but they also were able to draw from a 
very sophisticated artistic language that they now call their own.”

CAPE Convergence: CAPE’s annual curriculum fair, showcasing the organization’s most accomplished curricular work through 
installations and video screenings, was installed this year at a professional art space (Peter Jones Gallery), where the exhibits 
achieved new levels of aesthetic expression. The Convergence was featured on Chicago Pubic School’s cable television network. 

Innovative Research: CAPE has always worked to stay “ahead of the curve” by incorporating leading edge research practice in 
its programming. CAPE is now extending that practice by publishing summaries of its studies for distribution to the field and to 
the public. The first two publications in this series, by Gail Burnaford, Ph.D, and by Larry Scripp, Ed.D., are now available on-line 
at www.capeweb.org/rcape.html. Hard copies are available through the CAPE office. CAPE is now preparing a study on how qual-
ity arts instruction best integrates with rigorous instruction in mathematics, literature, writing and world language. CAPE contin-
ues to present its research methodology in publications and at national and international conferences.

Succession: CAPE, approaching its 15th year, worked with the Illinois Arts Alliance to develop a plan for succession and growth. 
Determined not to succumb to “founder’s syndrome”, CAPE’s board and staff is creating a new structure that will mirror CAPE’s 
organizational commitments to partnerships and collaboration. Former Associate Director Amy Rasmussen will become Executive 
Director, former Executive Director Arnold Aprill will be recognized as the Founding and Creative Director, and former Program 
Director Scott Sikkema will be Education Director. This restructuring seeks to retain the vision of the founding director while al-
lowing the organization to grow and change, and may come to serve as a model for other maturing arts organizations.

At the board level, Mel Smith worked for 4 years as Board President to transition CAPE from a foundation-driven initiative to an 
organization led by its board of directors. To continue this work, he will be stepping down as Board President to serve on the 
board as Immediate Past President with Nancy Jones Emrich taking on his duties.  He will be developing a “Board Ambassadors” 
program, in which board members become partners to individual CAPE schools, and bring new supporters into CAPE’s circle.

The two of us, as soon-to-be Immediate Past President and soon-to-be Founding and Creative Director, invite you to become part 
of that circle. For more information on how to participate, check out our website www.capeweb.org

Sincerely,

Mel Smith
President, Board of Directors

Arnold Aprill
Executive Director



Audited Financial Statements
Fiscal Year 2007 (July 1, 2006 to June 30, 2007)

Support and Revenue 
Program Contracts	 $413,954
Investment Income	 $35,900
Government Grants	 $594,730
Corporate	 $21,500
Foundations	 $280,000
Individuals	 $46,655
	 Total	 $1,392,739

Expenses 
Programs	 $990,479
Research	 $139,166
General and Administrative 	 $192,338
	 Total 	 $1,321,983
	
Net Income (Fiscal Year 2007) 	 $70,756

Total Assets (as of June 30, 2007)	 $746,839

Complete financial audit available at CAPE office. 
Audit performed by Virchow, Krause & Company, LLP.

Donors

Program Contracts 29.72%

Investment Income 2.58%

Government Grants 42.70%

Corporate Support 1.54%

Foundations 20.10%
Individuals 3.35%

Programs 74.92%

Research 10.53%
General and Administrative 14.55%

Support and Revenue

Expenses

Gifts from 
Individuals
$1000 - $5000
Lynn Besser
Paula Carlin and
   Gene Nozicka
The John W. Cavanaugh 
   Family Foundation
Ginger Farley and Robert
   Shapiro
Steven and Ann Flechter
Loreen Mershimer and 
   Roberto Mustacchi
Ted and Susan 
   Oppenheimer
Mel and Janet Carl Smith
Jan Ellen Woeffler

$500 - $999
Richard Assmus and 
   Leah Welty
Christine Buck and Tony
   Grbavac
Phil and Miriam Cote
Pamela Crutchfield
Kassie Davis
John Doppke and 
   Aaron Nee
Sean D. Egan
Nancy Jones Emrich
Steven Flisk and
   Bridget O’Rourke
Suzanne Doornbos Kerbow
Barbara Kovel and
  Howard Mardeel
Joseph and Martha 
   Monastero
Peter and Alicia Pond
Toni Riccardi
Bill and Pamela Tuggle

$100 - $499
Sara Albrecht
Lane Alexander
Stone Barrett Foundation
Elizabeth and Chenny 
   Bellaver
Ina Burd
Gail E. Burnaford
Alex Cape
James and Rebecca 
   Catterall
Dawnmarie Domingo
James Doppke, Jr.
Carol Eastin
Maureen Egan and 
   David Johnson
James and Sara Enlow
Sherry and Richard 
   Frenzel
Christopher and Patty  
   Horsch
Wendy Irwin
Michael and Rhoda Kamin
Todd Kirby
Kevin Lawler
Harold and Lynn Leftwich
Kimberly Lunsford
Bradford and Marilyn 
   Lyerla
Thomas and Harlene 
   Matyas

Marcelle McVey
C. J. Mitchell and Karen 
   Christopher
Ronald and Carol 
   Rasmussen
Jose and Jazmin Santillan
Michael and Janice 
   Sawitoski
Marta Schroeder
Louise Smith
Silver Image Creative, Inc.
Russ and Pamela Strobel
Reading and Andrea 
   Wilson
Earl Zazove
Judy Zeddies

$1 - $99
Linda and George Bailey
David and Hedy 
   Bernholdt
Ann Billingsley
John Blake
Steve Bishop and Marsha
   Gilden
Edward and Leslie 
   Bjorncrantz
Mary Bonnett
Paul Botts
Walter and Jeanne Braun
Patricia and Patrick  
   Bresnahan
Debbie Brown
John D. Buck, Sr.
Eleanor and Robert Byrnes
Jeffrey A. Byrnes
Zineb Chraibi and 
   David Steele
Jeff and Lucy Colman
Judith A. Davis
David Earle
Len and Laura Devaney 
   Foote
Jill Fox
Julie Fredrickson
Julianne Getty
Iris Goodman
Robert Gordon and Sophie
   Haroutunian-Gordon
Sandy M. Guettler
Joan and Guy Gunzberg
Jerome Hausman
Lindsey Jukes
Linda and Michael Kohut
Suzanne Lebold
Elizabeth Levinson
Tami Lucas
Reagan Mendoza
Elvia Moreno
Kelly Nespor
Myrna Pedersen
William and Jean 
   Robinson
Jacqueline Samuel
Thomas Shannon
Elaine Sherman
Patricia Tuchman
Gary Waldo
Eric Whittington
Mirtes and Marcelo 
   Zwierzynski

Foundation 
Donors
Alphawood Foundation
Arie & Ida Crown Memorial
The Chicago Community 

Trust
Chicago Tribune Foundation
Gaylord & Dorothy 

Donnelley Foundation
The Irving Harris Foundation
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
McDougal Family Foundation
Polk Bros. Foundation
Terra Foundation for 

American Art
Woods Fund of Chicago

Corporate 
Donors
Kraft Foods
LaSalle Bank
Sahara Enterprises Inc.

Matching gifts
Chicago Tribune 
   Foundation
Gaylord and Dorothy 
   Donnelley Foundation
Harris Bank
Polk Bros. Foundation

In Memory of 

Lewis Affetto 
James and Joan Atkins
Lisa Marie Berghuis
Thomas Carter and 
   Anne McCarthy
Joann Colgero
Sean and Katharine 
   Gallagher
Janet Johnson
John Lechourey
James and Sally Papak
Lori J. Parker
Christopher and 
   Roxanne Pope
John and Deborah Pope
Melissa Roder
Christopher Rossi
Dominic M. Sergi
Dr. Suj Sundararaj
Steven and Donna Taylor

CAPE is grateful to the following donors who make our work possible:

CAPE is partially 
supported by a grant 
from the Illinois 
Arts Council, a state 
agency, and a CityArts 
grant from the City of 
Chicago Department of 
Cultural Affairs.

To make a contribution, please contact Amy Rasmussen at 
312.870.6140 ext. 144.



CAPE’s Mission
CAPE advances the arts as a vital strategy for improving teaching 
and learning by increasing students’ capacity for academic success, 
critical thinking and creativity.

CAPE’s Vision
CAPE works toward a future in which:

• students are valued as creators of culture in our society;
• teachers, artists and students work collaboratively to develop 	
	 and share innovative approaches to teaching and learning in 	
	 and through the arts in our public schools;
• teachers, artists, school administrators and parents recognize 
	 the arts as a key element in transforming schools into 
	 vibrant, creative and successful learning communities;
• professional colleagues and partners regularly communicate 	
	 and share their practices and research in order to continually 
	 improve and evolve the field of arts in education; and
• policy makers, business leaders and all citizens value the arts
	 in education as essential to a just and equal society, a 
	 thriving economy and an inclusive democratic culture.

CAPE’s Position
Improving Teaching and Learning through the Arts 
CAPE convenes and guides a network of schools, artists, and arts 
organizations in co-developing and implementing innovative 
and effective approaches to teaching and learning in and 
through the arts.

Solutions to Educational Challenges
Generating New Knowledge about Effective Schools 
CAPE is a learning organization, a living laboratory, in which 
teacher and artist practitioners partner with each other and with 
scholars and researchers to develop solutions to educational 
challenges in their schools, while they simultaneously study and 
document their practices to contribute new knowledge to the field 
of educational improvement at the practice, pre-service and policy 
levels.

Instilling Life-long Values, Attitudes and Skills 
CAPE’s approach engages the arts as an essential pathway for de-
veloping the critical skills needed by learners in the 21st Century.

Leading Innovation 
CAPE’s methodology (which includes long-term partnerships, arts 
learning integrated across the curriculum, and practitioner reflec-
tion on effective practice in partnership with formal researchers) 
contributes to the local, national and international discourse on 
re-visioning the role of the arts in effective public education. CAPE 
pioneers efforts to document and make visible the impact of arts 
integrated teaching and learning.

Board of Directors & Staff 

Officers
Nancy Jones Emrich, President
Consultant to
Not-for-Profit Organizations

Philip J. Cote, Vice President
Insurance Industry Executive 
(retired)

Paula S. Carlin, Treasurer

Jan Ellen Woelffer, Secretary
Grant & Charitable Programs
Specialist
The Chicago Tribune

Mel Smith, Immediate Past 
President
President
Investment Concepts Inc. 
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Staff
Arnold Aprill
Founding & Creative Director

Amy Rasmussen
Executive Director

Scott Sikkema
Education Director

Yanira Cirino
Development & 
Communications Associate

Mark Diaz
Program Associate

Jessica Hudson
Program Associate
until August 2007

Kelly Nespor
Office Manager

Stephanie Pereira
Research Associate
until August 2007

Erica Tryon
BCCLA Program Coordinator

Laura Tan
Research Associate

 as of January 1, 2008

Directors
Richard M. Assmus
Partner
Mayer, Brown, Rowe & Maw LLP

Christine K. Buck
Marketing Manager
Morningstar, Inc.

Jeffrey A. Byrnes
Assistant Vice President
Tri-City Brokerage, Inc.

DawnMarie Domingo
First Vice President
LaSalle Bank Wealth Mgt.

Sean D. Egan, Ph.D.
Principal
Kinzie Elementary School 

Steven P. Flechter 
Petroleum Industry Executive
(retired)
until January 2008

Steve Flisk
Area Instructional Officer
Chicago Public Schools

P. Loreen Mershimer
Vice President
Abbott Laboratories, Inc.

Toni Riccardi
Senior Vice President
The Conference Board

Philip Thomas
Program Officer
The Chicago Community Trust

Bill Tuggle
President
Tuggle Consulting Group

Committee Volunteers
Kassie Davis
CME Trust

Sara Parker Enlow
Vantage Partners

Dot Glodo
Mark Sheridan Math & 
Science Academy

Jessica Hudson
Teaching Artist

Marina Lopez
John Spry Community School

Paula Pergament
Adler Planetarium

Wendee Schavocky
Hawthorne Scholastic Academy

Nike Whitcomb
Nike B. Whitcomb & Associates


